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ever, a troubled and unsatisfactory time. Not that the unfavourable turn of events was due to the deficiencies of the Cabinet, which was constituted as follows:
First Lord of the Treasury Lord Chancellor Lord President Lord Privy Seal Home Secretary Foreign Secretary Colonial Secretary War Secretary Indian Secretary Chancellor of the Exchequer First Lord of the Admiralty President of the Board of Trade First Commissioner of Works Chief Secretary for Ireland
B. DISRAELI. LORD CAIRNS. DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. EARL OF MALMESBURY. GATHORNE HARDY. LORD STANLEY. DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM. SIR JOHN PAKINGTON. SIR STAFFORD INTORTHCOTE. G. WARD HUNT. HENRY J. L. CORRY. DUKE OF RICHMOND. LORD JOHN MANNERS. EARL OF MAYO.
Though not so powerful as Derby's original Cabinet in July, 1866, it was still a formidable combination, containing half a dozen members who were real statesmen, and several more who were experienced and competent administrators. If it had lost Cranborne, it had gained Cairns; and its principal loss, that of Derby himself, did not affect the Chamber in which the battle was immediately to be fought, though it undoubtedly affected the ultimate tribunal, the electorate, who had regarded him with respect, though not with enthusiasm, for nearly forty years. But the most efficient Cabinet' is of no avail in the face of an adverse, and united, Parliamentary majority. In Parliament Whigs, Liberals, Eadicals, and Irish, taken.all together, had a majority of sixty or seventy over the Conservatives; and, with the settlement of the Reform question which had divided them, they would, however sore with one another, have a disposition to reunite in order to regain office.
One aspect of the Parliamentary situation demands especial notice. As Derby had been obliged by ill-health to give way to Disraeli, so Russell, owing to his increasing years, had retired this winter in favour of Gladstone. With